
PO Box 1062, Kenosha, WI 

53141 

    A Note from our President: 

Hello Ladies,  
 
Snow is falling, cheer is in the air, and it’s that time our generous members come together for our 
annual Holiday Luncheon. I am especially excited for this year’s event because it will be held at 
the Kenosha Country Club again this year.  Thank you all for your amazing generosity in donating 
your time and raffle items. This year we were able to give $7,000 in mini-grants and our goal is to 
surpass that and give more in 2017. It is at our Holiday Luncheon that we raise a large portion of 
our funds to go towards the mini-grant program. I am looking forward to seeing you all and    
celebrating our success. Please contact Joanne Horner to notify her of your raffle item donation, 
purchase tickets, or volunteer for the day of the luncheon.  Although our Board has so kindly 
stepped forward to organize this event we are still in need of a Fundraising Chair to head the 
Fundraising Committee.  This is a great opportunity to become more involved in the organization 
and to have fun with organizing our ongoing events.  If you are interested, have questions, or 
would like more information please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or Joanne Horner.   
 
Don't forget to bring a check for your membership renewals to the Holiday Luncheon.  Early    
renewal fees are $60 until January’s meeting and $65 after that. Membership renewals are due 
by March 1st; after that, pricing will go up to $75 like a new membership. Contact Wendy Gauss, 
our Membership Chair, for more information about renewing your membership.  
 
Looking forward, we have new board elections and membership voting on our bylaws coming up 
in February. We are thankful for Kristie Matteau who has served as our treasurer for the past 
year.  With the new election, this position will be open and so we are actively seeking a volunteer 
to step in as treasurer.  My two years as President is coming to an end in February as well – thank 
you for allowing me to serve as your President, it has been a wonderful two years and it truly is 
an honor to be among such strong, professional, caring, and diverse group of ladies.  Those are 
the two board positions open; however, all positions will be voted upon and if there is a board 
position you are interested in, please ask a current board member for more information.  
 
We also have the Kenosha Area Chamber Expo, the Susan B. Anthony Award Dinner and the  
Business After Five events all coming up quickly in the beginning of the new year. Please keep an 
eye on the newsletter for more information on how you can get involved in these great activities 
as well.  
And don't forget to check the KWN website for all the forms you need for these upcoming 
events! There are grant nominations, scholarship applications, and nominations forms for the 
Susan B. Anthony Award Dinner.  
Thank you all so much for an amazing year! We can't wait to see what the New Year has in store! 
See you all at the Kenosha Country Club for our Holiday Luncheon.  

 
Happy Holidays! 

Amanda  

   A Monthly Newsletter for members of Kenosha Women’s Network 

       Women Supporting Women in Business 

Our Mission: 

To promote and encourage 

the professional and     

personal growth of our 

members in a supportive 

environment, where   

women’s efforts are       

recognized and encouraged. 

December Meeting: 

Friday, December 9 , 2016 

11:30AM to 1:00PM  at                

Kenosha Country Club 

This is our Annual Holiday  

Luncheon fundraiser.  Tickets 

must be purchased in advance 

and cost $25.00 

 

Do you represent more than one 

business?  Did you know that you 

can promote a second business at 

the KWN meetings for just $10.00 

per year additional membership 

fee?  Talk to Wendy Gauss,       

Membership Chair, for more     

details. 

KWN Welcomes: 

Mary Acuna- Owner, The Red Oak 

Restaurant 

Angie Asmann– Wellness Coach, 

Advocare & Personal Training 

Annie Schoor Stanczak– Jewelry 

Merchandiser, Chloe and Isabel  

We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 



                                                           

Board Members: 
 
President: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
Vice-President: 
Joanne Horner 
847-337-2778 
 
Secretary: 
Kathy Duberstine 
262-818-8098 
 
Treasurer: 
Kristie Matteau 
262-658-9508 
 

Standing       
Committee 
Chairs:     
                                     
Communications:                              
Joanna Carlberg 
262-358-0411 
 
Membership: 
Wendy Gauss 
262-960-5283 

Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-358-0411  
   
Fundraising: 
Amy Shelton 
847-406-6416 
 
Hospitality: 
Patti Mason 
630-697-6932 

Thank you to our members who donated raffle prizes at our November meeting: 

*Peggy Walker - Pepper the Clown           *Vicki Rothwell - Victoria’s Catering          *Joyce Erickson    

*Cindy Grube—Kemper Center Hospitality 

 Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

There will be no speakers in December, due to our 

special Holiday Luncheon. 

 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of our 

up-coming meetings, please contact Joanne Horner 

at 847-337-2778 or e-mail her at:                      

vice-president@kenoshawomensnetwork.org.   

Promote your  business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       

Shop Small, Shop local 

The Holiday season is upon us and most people are heading to the shops to 

buy gifts.  (I say “most people” because there is always that one annoying 

person you know who has already finished shopping!)  

After Black Friday, comes Small Business Saturday, when we are encouraged 

to support the local, independent businesses that are the foundation of our 

community.  Small Business Saturday was first observed in the USA on     

November 27, 2010; it was started as a counterpart to Black Friday, which 

features big box stores and Cyber Monday which features e-commerce.  It 

was sponsored by American Express, which owns the name “Small Business 

Saturday”.  The definition of a small business varies by  business type; a 

store, such as a bakery or boutique, is considered a small business if it    

employs less than 10 people.  For a manufacturer, the number of employees 

is less than 500.   

Why do entrepreneurs choose to start a business?  The reasons vary.  During 

the last recession, I know people who started a business because they lost 

their job.  One person told me they had been downsized out of three jobs 

and didn’t want it to ever happen again!  When you own your own business, 

you are ultimately responsible for your own destiny.  Employees at chain 

stores are working for a pay check; small business owners are working for 

their dreams.  Their prices might not be quite as low as a chain store but 

the experience of true customer service more than makes up for it! 

If you want a truly unique gift for a special person, you can’t do better than 

shop in a locally owned store!  If you want to eat fresh food, from locally 

sourced ingredients, there are many restaurants and specialty food stores in 

our community.  Some local businesses have been around for generations, 

others are new ventures but, by supporting local businesses, you are helping 

to keep our community strong. 

 So, as you make your holiday list, make a point of patronizing some of the 

independently owned businesses in your community.  Visit an independent 

book store, clothing boutique or toy shop.  Stop for coffee at a local coffee 

shop.  Don’t know what to buy? How about a gift         

certificate for a massage, a family photo session or an 

adventure, like a trip in a hot air balloon, there is    

something out there for everyone.   

 

Food allergies are never fun and can be 

life-threatening!  If you have any such 

allergies, please mention them when you 

RSVP to: 

rsvp@kenoshawomensnetwork.org.  We’ll 

do our best to make sure you stay safe! 
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