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    A Note from our Presidents: 
Hello ladies, 
 
Fall is officially in full swing, and so are we at KWN! We are getting closer to our annual     

Holiday Luncheon, and things are getting exciting! Raffle tickets will be available at our      
October Luncheon, and we will have 60 tickets per member. This is how we raise our funds for 
the mini-grant program in the summer, so it is important that each and every member try to 
sell as many tickets as possible.  Roseann Shales has been our top seller consistently. She says 

"Ask everyone! People are willing to donate to help others and our raffle tickets are priced to 
sell!" When talking to someone about tickets, she will ask "So would you like to donate $5, $10, 
or $20 for 3, 6, or 12 tickets?" And don't be afraid to ask out of state people for donations,    
either! 

 
Our holiday luncheon is a great way to celebrate the holiday with family and friends. Don't  
forget to invite them! This is open to all, but reservations do need to be made in advance   
accompanied with the $18 fee. (No walk-ins). Thank you for your generosity, including your 

time in selling tickets, volunteering for committees, and your gift basket donations. You make 
a difference in the lives of women and children in our community! 
 
Remember, October is Breast Cancer awareness month. We all know someone whose life has 

been affected by breast cancer, whether from a personal battle with the disease or watching a 
loved one fight for a cure.  According to the CDC "Aside from non-melanoma skin cancer, breast 
cancer is the most common cancer among women in the United States".  Take a moment this 
month to acknowledge all the wonder-women in our lives who have survived as well as all the 

beautiful lives lost to this terrible disease. We applaud your strength, ladies. 
 
It has been so wonderful to see all the new faces at our luncheons! Guests are welcome to  

attend two meetings before joining our organization. Now is the perfect time to invite them! 
They can attend our October and November luncheons, and then join at our December     
luncheon for the 2013 calendar year! If you know you are bringing a guest along to the meeting, 
you can RSVP for them along with your e-mail to Claudia and Heather. 

 
See you October 12th! 

Laura and Julie 

 

Welcome to KWN! 
Did you know that the best way 
to find success at KWN is to get 
involved? Our organization is 
truly member-driven. From 
selling raffle tickets to         

volunteering for a committee or 
donating to one of our monthly 
door prize raffles, getting     
involved helps us all. The    
success of the group comes from 
the amazing dedication of our 
members: you! And getting  
involved helps you meet more of 
the women of KWN. Talk to a 
board member to learn about 
volunteer opportunities that are 
coming up! 

 

KWN Community 

   A Monthly Newsletter for members of Kenosha Women’s Network 

        

Our Mission: 
  To promote and encourage the professional and personal growth of our members in a   
supportive environment where women’s efforts are recognized and encouraged. 

October Meeting: 

Friday, October 12th, 2012 
11:30AM to 1:00PM 
Bull & Bear Eatery & Tavern 
4017 80th St, Kenosha. 
        RSVP by  
Wednesday, October 10th, 9pm 
to Claudia Howard and Heather 
Briscoe at: 
   Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com      
and put “attending“ in the    
subject line. 
The meeting fee is 
    $12.00 with Reservation, 
    $15.00 at the door. 
The fee includes your meal:  
soup, salad and sandwiches or 
wraps, drinks and dessert! 

KWN “Wo-maned” a booth at the Harbor 
Market again on  September 8th.  Kris   
Roemer, Frances Kavenik, Heather Briscoe 
and Cynthia Schwartz were our volunteers.  
The winner of a free lunch at a KWN   

meeting was Patti Butts, of Kenosha.   

This has been an inexpensive way to     

promote KWN. Thanks to all those who 
helped out at the booth and to Jane Lee for     
coordinating the volunteers.  Lets do it 

again next year! 

If anyone who has been interviewed for the newsletter since April would like a copy of 

their picture, please let Joanna Carlberg know. 

mailto:Kwn-lunch@hotmail.com


Getting to Know You! 

Heather Briscoe 

The spotlight this month falls on Heather Briscoe.  Heather is a team leader for    

Tastefully Simple and also holds the part time position of Director of Children and 

Family Ministries for Wesley United Methodist Church in Kenosha.  In addition, she is 

wife to Joe and mom to Candice, who is 8. 

Heather was born and raised in the city of Chicago, the oldest of 5 girls, all of whom have names beginning 

with H!  As the oldest, Heather had plenty of practice at babysitting, which made a part time job at a daycare 

center a natural fit when she was in High School.  She did well at the job and ended up staying at Crayon 

Campus for eleven years, working her way up to Director.  When the time came to move on, she went to work 

for a family business, doing medical coding and billing.  She stayed in that job until the brothers who owned 

the business retired, commuting to Chicago daily after she moved to Kenosha with her family. 

Heather and Joe have had some trials during their marriage and come through them together.  Their second 

daughter, Annika, was born with health problems and passed away in December 2005.  Joe suffers from   

hereditary polycystic kidney disease and was told in September 2006 that he would need a kidney transplant.  

A kidney became available in October 2008, from an anonymous live donor and Joe’s health took an         

immediate turn for the better as soon as the transplant was done.  It turned out that the “anonymous donor” 

was a friend of Heather’s cousin, which is how he knew about the need.  That generous donor ended up   

marrying Heather’s cousin and is now a true member of the family!  Through all these difficulties, Heather 

found strength in her faith and support on line, on a website called Caring Bridge.  Caring Bridge is a place 

where people who are going through crisis can share information and encouragement.  While Joe was       

recovering from his transplant, infection was a big danger, so Joe, Heather and Candice became a very      

tight-knit family of three. 

In March 2010, Joe was doing great and Heather decided to do something for herself, to get out and meet 

people, so she began selling Tastefully Simple.  Later that year, she was laid off from her billing job and threw 

her energies into Tastefully Simple, while looking for another full time job.  When a job did not appear, she 

decided to enjoy her time with Candice, taking her to classes and play dates-all things that had not been 

possible while Joe was so sick.  She joined KWN in 2011 and immediately liked the atmosphere of women 

supporting other women.  She quickly became co-chair of Hospitality, a position she still holds. 

Heather is an upbeat person with a ready smile, so it is no surprise that her mantra is:  “Pull up the boot-

straps, put your smile on and keep on going, and always reach out for support when you need it.” 
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Thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes for the August meeting!  We always appreciate your generosity! 

  Heather Briscoe-Tastefully Simple     Peggy Walker-Pepper the Clown                           Laura McKay-AAA  

Joanna Carlberg-Joanna’s Digital Images      Joyce Erikson-KRW Tri-County Tobacco-Free Coalition 

Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

KWN welcomes our 

October Speakers: 

Dionne Lambright will be 

our 10 minute speaker 

and Heather Briscoe will 

be our 3 minute speaker  

If you would like a chance 

to speak at one of our    

up-coming meetings, 

please contact Nancy 

Vagnoni.  Promote your 

business in the 3 minute 

slot or speak about an 

issue of interest to women 

in the 10 minute slot. 

                                               

 

The holidays will be here before you know it!  KWN’s annual holiday fundraiser is set for Friday December 14th, at 

the UAW Hall, 3615 Washington Road, Kenosha.  Hors d’oeuvres will be served at 11:30am, followed by a delicious 

plated lunch catered by Sophisticatering.  There will be four lunch options available: Beef, pork, chicken or vegan.  

The ticket price is $18.00.  Please make your food choice when purchasing your ticket; Kris will have details of the 

menu choices at the meeting. This is your chance to bring all your friends to a great luncheon and introduce them 

to KWN. 

There will be a lot of great raffle prizes, as well as some surprise contests!  How many tickets can you sell?  They 

cost just $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00!  We have been promised a piece of art from Jeff LaDow, a massage-a-month 

package, a “chick’s bling basket” and much, much more! From a custom photography session to Starbucks and 

Tastefully Simple goodies, there is something for everyone.             

 

Save the Date! 

This is NOT TO BE MISSED!!! 


