
PO Box 1062, Kenosha, WI 

53141 

October 2016 

 Kenosha Women’s 
         Network 

    A Note from our President: 

Hello Ladies,  
Leaves are turning beautiful colors, there’s a cool breeze in the air, and we are gearing up for our 
annual Holiday Luncheon. Raffle tickets will be available at our October Luncheon, so please 
come pick them up. This is the main way we raise funds for the mini-grant program in the      
summer, so it is important that each and every member sells as many tickets as possible. 
Roseann Shales has been our top earner year after year. I recommend reaching out to her to get 
some tips and hints to making your ticket sales a success.  
 
I am excited to have our Holiday Luncheon at the beautiful Kenosha Country Club again this year.  
Our Holiday Luncheon is open to all, but reservations do need to be made in advance and               
accompanied by the $25 fee. (No walk-ins). Thank you for your generosity, including your time in 
selling tickets, volunteering for committees, and your gift basket donations. If you haven’t yet 
signed up for your raffle donation please reach out to Amy Shelton, our Fundraising Chair.  
 
Just a few weeks ago we had another successful Quarter Auction.  Thank you to all of the ladies 
who helped make the event as great as it was.  A BIG shout out to Kathy Duberstine, she did an 
amazing job as the MC for the night.  It was her first time and you could not tell; she had people 
laughing the entire time. Wonderful event ladies! 
 
I also want to congratulate the Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce on their 100th Anniversary.  
What a great accomplishment! The Chamber is a great resource for connecting with other      
businesses and KWN has had great success as a member.  The Chamber hosted a Gala in honor of 
their 100th anniversary and it was done beautifully.  It was amazing to see so much history and 
growth within our business community.  We wish the Chamber another spectacular 100 years.  
 
See you all October 14th 

Amanda 
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       Women Supporting Women in Business 

Our Mission: 

To promote and encourage 

the professional and     

personal growth of our 

members in a supportive 

environment, where   

women’s efforts are       

recognized and encouraged. 

October Meeting: 

Friday, October 14 , 2016 

11:30AM to 1:00PM  at                

Victoria’s Catering, 2319 63rd 

St, Kenosha 

RSVP by Wednesday,            

October 12,  9pm to 

rsvp@kenoshawomensnetwork.org    

and put “attending“ in the  subject 

line.  Please note: responding on 

Facebook  is not the same as an 

RSVP.  We need your confirmed 

reservation to the e-mail above! 

The meeting fee is:                 

$12.00 with Reservation,           

$15.00 at the door. 

The fee includes your meal. 

                           Quarter Auction Round-up 

KWN’s Fall Quarter Auction took place on Saturday, September 24th at the Moose Lodge.  A total 

of 18 vendors took part in the event, which was attended by 68 people.  Kathy Duberstine was the 

MC and did a great job of keeping everyone entertained.  I think you may have a new job, Kathy ☺ 

$1,481.36 was the total amount raised, including 11¢ which was found on the floor while cleaning up. 

Thank you to all the members who participated, donated prizes or food, and worked the night of 

the event.  And thank you to all who brought guests to the event. 

Do you represent more than one 

business?  Did you know that you 

can promote a second business at 

the KWN meetings for just $10.00 

per year additional membership 

fee?  Talk to Wendy Gauss,       

Membership Chair, for more     

details. 

KWN Welcomes: 

Beverly Bulik–                         

Yanbal USA 

Debbie Besenhofer–           

Edward Jones 

We’re Glad You’re Here! 
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Board Members: 
 
President: 
Amanda Blommel 
262-995-5932 
 
Vice-President: 
Joanne Horner 
847-337-2778 
 
Secretary: 
Kathy Duberstine 
262-818-8098 
 
Treasurer: 
Kristie Matteau 
262-658-9508 
 
 

Standing       
Committee 
Chairs:     
                                     
Communications:                              
Joanna Carlberg 
262-358-0411 
 
Membership: 
Wendy Gauss 
262-960-5283 

Newsletter: 
Joanna Carlberg 
262-358-0411  
   
Fundraising: 
Amy Shelton 
847-406-6416 
 
Hospitality: 
Patti Mason 
630-697-6932 

Thank you to our members who donated raffle prizes at our September meeting: 

*Peggy Walker - Pepper the Clown           *Vicki Rothwell - Victoria’s Catering 

*Joanna Carlberg - Joanna’s Digital Images               *Amanda Blommel-David Insurance 

*Paula Geisler - Global 1 Solutions  

 Have you considered making a donation to our monthly raffle? Get your name and business mentioned in our monthly newsletter! 

October Speakers 

In our 10 minute slot, Jack Butler will speak about 

High-Functioning Presence.  Jack is a colleague of 

Laura Cox 

The 3 minute speaker is Beverly Bulik talking about 

Yanbal USA. 

 

If you would like a chance to speak at one of our 

up-coming meetings, please contact Joanne Horner 

at 847-337-2778 or e-mail her at:                      

vice-president@kenoshawomensnetwork.org.   

Promote your  business in the 3 minute slot, or 

speak about an educational topic beyond just 

business in the 10 minute slot.       

  Kenosha Chamber Celebrates 100 Years  

This year the Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated our 100th   
Anniversary. We also celebrated 25 years for the Kenosha Expo and 10 years 
for our Regional Connections event this year.  The Kenosha Chamber began 
forming in 1914 and Zalmon Simmons, founder of Simmons Mattress, was the 
driving force behind forming the Chamber in 1916. Area businesses had their 
first formal meeting on June 12, 1916 and signed Bylaws officially forming 
the Chamber. By October, an official Board of Directors had been formed 

and they had their first meeting on October 8, 1916. 

The Chamber adopted their first mission of selling war bonds in 1917 and 
raised over $300,000 for the war effort. According to dollartimes.com, that 
would be the equivalent of raising $6,117,030 in 2016. A pretty impressive 
feat! The Chamber returned to the original mission of promoting Chamber 

Members and the Kenosha area as a place to do business after the war.  

The Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce owes its success to the businesses 
who make up the Chamber and the many business professionals that have 
served on the Chamber's Board of Directors, Ambassadors, and various     
committees throughout the years, as well as the dedicated employees who 

carry out the mission.  

I met one of the employees of the Chamber in 2006 when I worked at a local 
bank. She was warm and friendly and invited me to a Business After 5 event. 
I went with a coworker and was invited to join the Ambassadors. Some 
might say I "drank the kool-aid" that night. I enjoyed my time as an         
Ambassador and liked the Chamber so much that I volunteered for free 
when I left my job at the bank. Then the Chamber offered me a job and I 

officially started on January 3, 2008.  

I enjoy helping people make connections to start and grow their businesses. 
I always feel it is an honor to celebrate their successes and be part of their 
events. The best part is when I see them grow and prosper both personally 
and professionally. Celebrating the Chamber's success, to me, means         
celebrating all of the people and businesses who came before us to make 
the Kenosha area what it is today, and celebrating the people, the business     

professionals, who participate in the Chamber today.   

 

 

 

Food allergies are never fun and can be 

life-threatening!  If you have any such 

allergies, please mention them when you 

RSVP to: 

rsvp@kenoshawomensnetwork.org.  We’ll 

do our best to make sure you stay safe! 

Guest columnist, Emily Delabrue, is the 

Membership and Event Coordinator for the 

Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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